New showsin Jerusalem
Ronnen, Meir

The Jerusalem Post (1950-1988); Jan 12, 1979; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Jerusalem Post

pg. SM21

New shows in Jerusalem

STEFFA REIS, a piilar of the 8afad
Artista Colony, showsa: pastcls, water-
colours and screen prints. The pastels
are sometimes applied over washes

and are nearly ‘all abstracted

landacapes (hints of animals and
figures also appear), some of them in
the manner of the 1060 School of Paris,
though this artist was London-trained
in the Fifticy before coming here, But
most of the works, thougli highly skill-
ed are swect and bitty, being made up
‘of a myriad little clementa; one feels
Hke acissoring out the . occasional
broad passage. The screcenprints are
also varled in quality; the only good
one {8 the very good 22, where.a
ascmblance of Jandscape has been re-
duced to a Barnett Newman minimalist
configuretion: the “right' proportions
of the broad bands of colour resuit ina
satisfying effect of high drama. (Nora
‘Gallery, 9 Beri Maimon, J'lem), Till
Jan. 20, - S T

VARDA GETZOW is & young graduate
of the Tel Aviv High School of Art and
makea her .debut with mixed-media
works on paper, all of them too firmly
entrenched in the gestures of typlcal
Israell abatract expressionism of the

Sixtiea to give us much idea of whether’

she will develop her own artistic per-
sonality, though she clearly has a feel-
ing for lively composition and texture.
The larger oll- and- graphite works are
on amooth cardboard and make oc-

. faces. I suspect they'd function beiter
‘1f they were taut on a-stretcher. (Jer-

castonal good use of near-wash
techniques, dashed over and around
bits of collaged newsprint; while the
smaller and more dramatic works are
on thin paper or glossy magazine {l.
lustratflons worked over with oil nastel
and oil wash. The latter are almost
monochrome, and throughout the show
it 1s tone, rather than colour, which do-
minates the compositional logie. (De-
bel Gallery, Ein Harem). Till Jan. 27.

ARGOV .surprises with a radieal
departure from his familfar hard- -
edge, biightly coloured designs . In
fibreglass. This time a few large,
almosnt, colourless, unstretched
minimalist canvases made up of sim-
ple geometrical divisions and vertical-
horlzontal fold-marks are spaced
awkwardly and unhappily along the
half-empty walls. Equally unhappily,
no charge emanates:from the can-
vases themseclves, despite thelir
carefully considered divisions and sur-

Varda  Getzow: mized modia
{Debel Gallery, Ein Karem).
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ANNA KLEJA shows pen-and-wash'
drawings and a few paintings.of tor-
tured souls that occasionally’ evoke [
‘memories of Blake, but none of them S
are sufticiently well compoaed; elther e
{n form or colour, to warrant exhibl. . ?‘ ;
tion at this venue. (Jerubalem Artls -

House). Till Jan. 24.0 - -+ Bteffa Rels: detail of composition

MEIR RONNEN (Nora Gallery, Jerusalem).
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